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Tii ɓula-k ɓuna-k ma-mafo moɗo
Termanu bula-k buna-k ma-mafo modo
Rikou bula-ʔ buna-ʔ ma-mafo modo
Ro'is funun fu/bona|ʔ mafo|ʔ maro
Kotos funan fu/bona|ʔ mafo|ʔ maro
Molo funan mafo|ʔ malo
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Proto-Malayo-Polynesian

La
bi
al

Al
ve
ol
ar

Pa
lat
al

Ve
lar

Uv
ul
ar

Gl
ot
ta
l

Fr
on
t

Ce
nt
.

Ba
ck

Plos. [-V] *p *t *k *q High *i *u
Plos. [+V] *b *d *j [ɡʲ] *ɡ Mid *ə
Affr. [+V] *z [ʤ] Low *a

Nasal *m *n *ñ [ɲ] *ŋ
Fricative *s *h
Lateral *l
Trill *R [r]
Tap *r [ɾ]
Glide *w *y [j]
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Proto-Rote-Meto (PRM)

La
bi
al

Co
ro
na
l

Pa
lat
al

Ve
lar

Gl
ot
ta
l

Fr
on
t

Ce
nt
ra
l

Ba
ck

Plos. [-V] *p *t *k *ʔ High *i *u
Plos. [+V] *b *d (*ʤ) Mid *e *ə *o
Implos. *ɓ *ɗ Low *a
Prenas. *mb *nd *ŋɡ
Fric. *f *s *h
Nasal *m *n *ŋ
Lateral *l
Rhotic *r
Glide (*w)
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Unconditioned splits

PMP Proto-Rote-Meto
*b- > *f ~ *b ~ *ɓ ~ *mb
*d- > *d ~ *ɗ ~ *r
*z [ʤ] > *ɗ ~ *nd ~ *d
*j [gʲ] > *ɗ ~ *d ~ *ʤ ~ *r
*g > *ŋɡ ~ *k
*p > *h ~ *p
*q > ∅ ~ *h
*ŋ > *n ~ *ŋ ~ *ŋɡ
*R [r] > ∅ ~ *r
*ə# > *ə ~ *e
*wa > *o ~ *fa ~ *wa

PMP PRM
*t = *t
*k = *k
*m = *m
*n = *n

*ñ [ɲ] > *n
*h > ∅
*s = *s
*l = *l

*r [ɾ] > *r
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*z [ʤ] > *ɗ ~ *nd ~ *d
*j [gʲ] > *ɗ ~ *d ~ *ʤ ~ *r
*g > *ŋɡ ~ *k
*p > *h ~ *p
*q > ∅ ~ *h
*ŋ > *n ~ *ŋ ~ *ŋɡ
*R [r] > ∅ ~ *r
*ə# > *ə ~ *e
*wa > *o ~ *fa ~ *wa

PMP PRM
*t = *t
*k = *k
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*n = *n
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Unconditioned splits: PMP *b > *f ~ *b ~ *ɓ ~ *mb

‘weevil’ ‘body hair’ ‘joint’ ‘coconut husk’
PMP *bukbuk *bulu *buku *bunut
PRM *ka-fufu-k *bulu-k *ɓuku-k *ka-mbunut
Oenale fufu-ʔ fulu-ʔ ɓuku-ʔ mbunut
Dengka fufu-ʔ fulu-ʔ buku-ʔ mbunut
Tii fufu-k ɓulu-k ɓuʔu-k mbunu-k
Ba'a fufu-k bulu-k buʔu-k mpunu-k
Termanu fufu-k bulu-k buʔu-k punu-k
Rikou fufu-ʔ bulu-ʔ buku-ʔ punu-ʔ
Ro'is funu-f buʔu-f
Kotos ʔ|fufu|ʔ funu|ʔ buʔu-f ʔ|punu-f
Molo fufu|k funu|ʔ na-ʔ|punu|ʔ
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Irregular correspondences by strata

I western Timor = 27% irregular (84/308)
I Regional = 23% irregular (79/341)
I Austronesian = 16% irregular (83/512)

in daughters

I PMP > Proto Rote-Meto 41% irregular (211/512)
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Irregular correspondences by strata

I western Timor = 27% irregular (84/308)
I Regional = 23% irregular (79/341)
I Austronesian = 16% irregular in daughters

I PMP > Proto Rote-Meto 41% irregular (211/512)
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Irregular correspondences by strata

I western Timor = 27% irregular (84/308)
I Regional = 23% irregular (79/341)
I Austronesian = 16% irregular in daughters
I PMP > Proto Rote-Meto 41% irregular (211/512)
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

Proto-Rote-Meto (PRM)

La
bi
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Co
ro
na
l

Pa
lat
al

Ve
lar

Gl
ot
ta
l

Fr
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Ce
nt
ra
l

Ba
ck

Plos. [-V] *p *t *k *ʔ High *i *u
Plos. [+V] *b *d (*ʤ) Mid *e *ə *o
Implos. *ɓ *ɗ Low *a
Prenas. *mb *nd *ŋɡ
Fric. *f *s *h
Nasal *m *n *ŋ
Lateral *l
Rhotic *r
Glide (*w)
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

A partial explanation

/ɓ/ /mb/ /f/‘Papuan’
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

A partial explanation

Austronesian /b/ [β]

/ɓ/ /mb/ /f/‘Papuan’
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A partial explanation
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Sound Correspondences Between PMP and Proto Rote-Meto

A partial explanation

/b/Proto-RM /ɓ/ /mb/ /f/
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I Proto Rote-Meto itself is the result of imperfect
language shift to an Austronesian language

I daughters developed mostly ‘as normal’

I Is Rote-Meto Austronesian?
I Yes, but not in the same way as, say, Malay
I adopted Austronesian?
I ‘Papuan’ Austronesian?
I non-Austronesian(ised) Austronesian?
I statistically Austronesian?
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What happened when?
Malayo-
Polynesian

Central-
Eastern MP

Central
Timor

Timor-
Babar

Helong South
Atauro

Nuclear
Timor-Babar

Rote-Meto
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