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Linguistic Varieties of Uab Meto
Edwards 2106

Introduction: Uab Meto Varieties 
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Kode Pos Kelurahan Laob 85561, Kelurahan/Desa
Laob Kodepos : 85561 ... Kecamatan Mollo Barat, 

Timor Tengah Selatan, Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT)

Desa Laob
Kecamatan Polen, 

Kabupaten Timor Tengah Selatan, 
Nusa Tenggara Timur

Introduction: Desa Laob Location
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Processional Song and Dance

Easter Service
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The Sermon: bonet round dance

Easter Service
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Int� d�r� kes�ks��n d� d���m teks �n�
�d���h: 

Yesus d�k�r�m ke d���m dun��
seb���� �n�k tun���� Tuh�n A���h, 

I� m�t� d�n b�n�k�t. 
O�eh k�ren� �tu, or�n�-or�n� perc�y�

d� L�ob mer�y�k�nny� den��n
men��s�hk�nny� d���m bentuk sy�'�r

(nee�) y�n� d�ny�ny�k�n d�n d�t�r�k�n.
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1A. Atoin neel (chanter of male group): 

'Po�� '�uf �u 'p��u
I cast off my headcloth

1A. Response by male choir: 

Oo neem oo he...oo �u 'po�� �uf �u 'p�u�, oo,
Oo come oo so that … oo I cast off my headcloth, oo, 

oo k�es(n) neu �o m�ut he neem, oo,
ee oo emissary, may he come, oo, ee…

1B. Bifeel (chanter of female group): 

Oo neem oo he... t�fet�n neu ko k�es(n), oo, 
Oo come oo so that … we concede to you the emissary, oo, 

1B. Response by female choir:

oo k�es(n) neu �o m�ut he neem, oo, ee oo emissary, may he come, oo, ee…
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The Intercessory Prayer: onen

Easter Service
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The Offeratory Prayer: natoni

Easter Service
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The greeting to guests: natoni

Easter Service
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Grammatical and semantic parallelism: 

the different ways 

repetition 
and 

word pairs 
are used to create verbal art 
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Tools for analysing Uab Meto verbal art in a 

comparative framework

Jakobson

Verbal Art
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Grammatical and semantic parallelism: 
how repetition and word pairs and are used to create verbal art: onen
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Grammatical and semantic parallelism: 
how repetition and word pairs and are used to create verbal art: natoni
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Grammatical and semantic parallelism: 
how repetition and word pairs and are used to create verbal art: Rote bini
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The love of complementary pairs is core to 
social life and speech communication

Category & Complement  are required for 
Completeness

What Uab Meto Verbal Art tells us 

about Speaking in Pairs
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Interactional Pairs in Amarasi: 

Unmetathesis & Metathesis
Edwards 2016

Another use of discourse U-forms is in conversation to maintain interaction between 

speakers. By using a U-form in conversation the speaker flags that s/he 

considers the communicative act unresolved. This provides an opportunity for 

other participants to make their own contribution and resolve the U-form. 

The typical structure of an Amarasi question-answer pair 

Climbing a steep hill:

Q:  Are you capable\u?

R:   I am capable\m

Ho mu-be’i ?

Au  u-bei’ !

Question / U

Response  / M

A

B
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What Uab Meto Verbal Art tells us 

about New Narratives of Origin

Adam and Eve 
on the Island of Timor

Creating a new Oral Canon
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Bahasa Klon

Papuan (Non-Austronesian) Language Family

Adam and Eve 

on the Island of Alor

There
’s m

ore…..
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Thank you to 

Roni Bani


