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Features

§ gen agrees with possessor for person
§ gen agrees with possessum for number

gen Possessor Possessum gloss
-n pers=3 numb=sg 3psr;sg.psm
-r pers=3 numb=pl 3psr;pl.psm
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The System First Person

hit psm-r

(13) hit
1pi

maat-r=iin
eye-1pi.psr;pl.psm=pl

na-meen
3-hurt

‘Our eyes hurt.’
(14) hit

1pi
paan-r=aa
nose-1pi.psr;pl.psm=0det

‘our noses’

Owen Edwards (LEI) Possession in Ro'is Amarasi 15/05/2018 15 / 34



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The System First Person

Features

gen Possessor Possessum gloss
-n pers=3 numb=sg 3psr;sg.psm
-r pers=3 numb=pl 3psr;pl.psm

-r pers=1pi numb=pl 1pi.psr;pl.psm

Owen Edwards (LEI) Possession in Ro'is Amarasi 15/05/2018 16 / 34



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The System First Person

Features

gen Possessor Possessum gloss
-n pers=3 numb=sg 3psr;sg.psm
-r pers=3 numb=pl 3psr;pl.psm
-r pers=1pi numb=pl 1pi.psr;pl.psm

Owen Edwards (LEI) Possession in Ro'is Amarasi 15/05/2018 16 / 34



.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

.
.
.

.

The System First Person

hit psm-k

(15) baap
dad

Melianus
M.

n-oka,
3-with

hit
1pi

ana-k,
child-1pi.psr;sg.psm

hit
1pi

oriʔ,
ySi

naiʔ
Mr.

Owen
O.

‘Melianus brought our son, our brother, Owen’ 170829-1, 0.51

(16) hit
1pi

t-kius,
1pi-see

hit
1pi

maat-k=iin
eye-1pi.psr;pl.psm=pl

na-mtau
3-scare

lit. ‘We see it, our eyes are scared.’ obs. 01/09/17
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manaʔ
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‘We had six children.’ 170820-2, 10.18
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arm-3sg.gen=3det

‘her/his arm’

(23) ina
3sg

ʔniim-n=ein
arm-3sg.gen=pl

‘her/his arms’

(24) sina
3pl

ʔniim-k=ein
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‘thir arms’

(25) ina
3sg

ʔniim-k=ein
arm-3pl.gen=pl

‘her/his arms’
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Development Functions

Ro'is Genitive Suffixes

sg pl
1 -k

↛

-m
1,2

ë →

-r

/-k

2 -m

=

-m
3 -n/-r ← -r

/-n

0 -f
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Development Functions

Ro'is Genitive Suffixes

sg pl
1 -k

↛

-m
1,2

ë →

-r

/-k

2 -m

=

-m
3 -n/-r → -r/-n
0 -f
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Development Functions

Ro'is Genitive Suffixes

sg pl
1 -k

↛

-m
1,2 ë → -r/-k
2 -m

=

-m
3 -n/-r -r/-n
0 -f

and/or Kotos influence
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Development Functions

Ro'is Genitive Suffixes

sg pl
1 -k ↛ -m
1,2

ë →

-r/-k
2 -m

=

-m
3 -n/-r -r/-n
0 -f
2pl = 1pl.excl
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Development Functions

Ro'is Genitive Suffixes

sg pl
1 -k

↛

-m
1,2

ë →

-r/-k
2 -m = -m
3 -n/-r -r/-n
0 -f
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Conclusion

§ possessor determines which suffix(es) can occur

§ when pers=3, possessum is controller for number
§ when pers=1pi, possessum is optionally controller for number
§ development allowed by ambiguity when psr=pl, psm=pl
§ development impeded by paradigmatic options
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